?5 February 1947 



Tfoi Ke>. Baru and Stubing 

Office of Military Government 
j Wurnberg 

FROM: 1 ft., L. Petersen 

SUBJSC^ ; Anti» 9 vlR^ ftctivities of the 5S. 



1. You will recall our conversation of several month* ago, 
with respect to the above subject, in which you agreed to place 
me in pontact with the proper persons to obtain certain information 
of Karl Crimes value* I did not prepare the necessary memorandum 
for yojz at that time because of certain current development s in the 
case which I was preparing, which, I feared, would render such a 
memorandum inaccurate and possibly premature* The delay was oc» 
casionkd by the arrival in Nurnberg Jail of the supposedly dead 
Ostubaff. Tram RISBWRG, Chief of the germnnic office of the S° and 
erstwhile Swiss citizen. 

j 3. I am now inclosing this covering letter and the required 
memorandum, attached, in duplicate, with the reouest that it be for- 
warded to those persons in Switzerland who can male* the inquiries 
and/oif investigations indicated in such memorandum. If it should 
develop that a trip to Switzerland is absolutely necessary to es~ 
tabliih the necessary contacts and to exploit the War Crimea aspects 
of thise anti-Swiss activitiee, I should appreciate being advised of 
the fict at the very earliest onnortunity* 

• + • - ' 

1 3. May I take this opportunity to thank you both for your 
very helpful cooperation in the past end in this present connection! 



AN0 pleased by //'If 

SOURCES AGENCY a. L. Petersen 
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25 February 1947 



TO VHO^ IT 



km onxami 



{ am preparing a bar Crimea case again* t S3 Ogruf. GOTTLOB 
Chief of the Main Office of the 39 (S3 Kauptamt) and a 
Humbert of hie associate*. One of the principal offenses with which 
the*e ^en can he charged la the planning of aggressive warfare and 
attendant and subsequent economic epoiliation and epoiliation of 
manpower of the countries involved. Thi* wa* achieved principally 
through political mean*, by fostering fifth column aotivitie* be- 
fore the country 1 a occupation and by sponsoring puppet government* 
after (such occupation. It vai also achieved by the spreading (with 
ulteribr motive?) of ideological propaganda propagating the notion 
of a pkn-S<?rmanic Surtype. These activities of BRRGKft took place in 
Trance),- Belgium* Holland, Norway, Denmark, Tinland, Latvia, Estonia, 
and ev(en in the neutral countries, Switzerland end Sweden. Activi« 
tics ajlong these lines were conducted primarily from the ^Germania 
Directorate* (Germanieche Xeitstelle), a branch of the Kain Office 
of the S3, of which BSHOBH was chief, SS Ostubaf. Dr. Tran* TtlEWEG, 
eretvhile Swiss cltixen,. was chief of this Germanic Directorate until 
September 1943. One of his two successors was S£> Oetubaf. krich SP AH- 
KASU. Both of these men are. now ip custody in Kurnberg and will be 
tried along with BBRGEB. 

Khile the best evidence of parti ci nation In the planning of an 
aggressive war and subsequent spolliation by 3THGSH and his aesodatea 
would seen logically to come from the countries in which their above 
mentioned activities culminated in the Hilitsry occupation of the 
country, thi* has been difficult to prove because the SS completely 
destroyed the Berlin office files of the Germanic Directorate. ~ The 
activities referred to would therefore be relatively innocuous if it 
were jant for the occasional diatribution of top l*vel correspondence 
pertaining to this question, preserved in the file* of Himmler and 
other] high ranking Basis. 



i.TwerJ 

cut. 



Bec&uce of the difficulty of proof outlined above, the politi- 
cal a)nd propaganda activities of the Germanic Directorate, if tied 
in with an actual plan to commit aggressive warfare, would be of 

ee value to me even though such plan my never have been carried 
Such a plan existed with respect to Switzerland and ie referred 
to aiid quoted in part in Part 1 of the Svis* publication entitled 
*Heport of the Counsel to the federation Kegnrding the Anti -Demo ero- 
tic festivities of Swige and foreigners in connection with the Var 
Kvents 1939 - 1945 (Motion Boerlin) (Bericht dea Bundesrates an die 
Bundisversamnlung \fber die anti democrat i ache Tatigkreit von Schvei- 
zerniund Aunlandern in Zu^annenhau^ mil den Xri egsgeschehen 1939 - 
1945 | (Motion Boerlin). 





I had tysard of thi v renort and after telephone conversation 
vith Col. Coital re (attached to th* staff of General the 

Ascri css Siiiijfenry Attache at Berne) I va* referred tc a Kr. Blum 
vho procured Ithi s publication for me. Presumably, the persona to 
whom thie memorandum will be referred are fan! liar vith this Swiss 
report, therefore, it will not be discussed in detail. I aa Inter*- 
••ted in the information contained in pages 34 - 103 of the report, 
but in par titular in pages 91 - 103. In these pftges, it 1« dl •closed 
that the Germanic Directorate, in addition to its cultural activities, 
was developing a plan for the military occupation of Switzerland and 
preparing lists of friends and enemiec of Germany who, after the in- 
vasion of Switzerland, were to he respectively either employed or 
annihilated. Incrlni nating documents are quoted in part in this re- 
port* i 

j 

I understand that Switzerland was the only country that bed a 
full time paid ngent in the employ of the Main Office of the SS (in the 
Germanic Directorate) and that the incriminating documents, the most 
•elect (for Swiss purposes) of which have been included by reference 
in this report* were obtained by raiding the German Consulate at Berne, 
at the righ^ time, upon Information furnished by this agent. I underw 
stand further that the lietn of pro-German Swiss clement* whom the Ger- 
mans int'-ndid to employ after their invasion and occupation of the 
country* includes the names of some of Switzerland* s cost di etingni shed 
families, j 

In connection vith the foregoing matters, it is requested that 
the persons) to whom this memorandnsc is forwarded ascertain the following! 

|l. Whether the Swiss hove in their possession any files 
of correspondence to or from the Germanic Directorate and/or its 
officials, or papers of any other agency of the S3 Main Office 
whlcli may deal with the germanic cues ti on. Interest is not 
confined to Switzerland but to any of the so-called ^Germanic* 
countries. Information is desired whether such files arc avail- 
able; either for microfilming and authentication eat toto* for 
tranl&mittal to tfurnberg, or whether such files a' available 
for ^n on the spot screening. 



Information to the snsie effect ic desired vith respect 
to tjhe group of documents, affecting Switzerland, from which se- 
Isctj oxccrpta were referred to in thi v report. Since many pro- 
minent Swiss names are mentioned, the Swiss may not wish tc make 
theio documents available to us„ If inquiry be made* it should 
be explained to the appropriate officials that it is posnible 
undir court rules* prevelant at tturnberg, to introduce such 
documents in closed session and limit their distribution. If 
pcsbiblc, the entire set of documents should be microfi Itaed, the 
microfilm adequately described In a certificate of authentication 
to jbe attached, end transmitted to Kurnberg, If this is not 
possible because the files ore too bulky, it is requested that 
arm.’Ogemsnt? be made for their screening from a War Crimes stand- 
point, either by a member^of T *&a ^o'r by ?orrcone denigrated 



point, ei trier oy a raemperjol t4 2 - 

by jthe undersigned, — feHe 



mount of work involved. 
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j?, H is rcou^etAl that the Swiss authorities disclose 
Th* rrf°™* the o».id agent who was in the employ of th« Germanic 

Directorate and that this agent ha quof.tiocsd regarding fnr*ueV 
document* which he my hare seen or conferences which he may 
have jet tended impli eating not only the Germanic directorate* 
but the Main Office of the OS a* a whole # which may he of value 
to !3e In preparing thi « case. An attempt should he made* in 
any ^vent, Jbo secure the services of this agent ae a voluntary 
witness in the coming trial of B5SGS3, ?TSDtfSG, SPOOim, et al. 
Sinc^f this again may not he considered practical if the agent 
in question is still actively engaged in intelligence work, it 
shotted again he called to the attention of the appropriate 
authorities that testimony in a closed session of court is uo«- 

«i blfe. 

! 

1 d. the defendant PISDVSG, notwithstanding hie political 
activities and service in the S% olfi-inti still to he a Swiss' 
citizen*. He states that he was interrogated by?oli*ei Korn- 
ci»9|r,r Maurer of Kreuzlingen and a police officer from the 
Berber Bun&es Polisci in October 1946 in PadeTbora, and claims 
that) he cleared Ms pos* ~lon completely with these officere and 
v&a assured that he could go hack to Switzerland unpunished and 
t . takd Up a civilian profession. Accordingly, he is n on- co opera- 
tive and belligerent. It is requested that a statement he ob- 
tained from the appropriate Swlte author! tier regarding their 
attitude towards a possible return of HT3DVDG to Switzerland and 
the 1 livelihood of M* indictment there at such tine, A positive 
stopd on the part of the Swin/s would he of extreme value in over- 
coming 'RI^IiWJEKr f S reluctance to testify in the hope that he will 
be turned over to Swiss custody. 

i ' ( v 
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n. If there are any past or pending treason trials of Swiss 
citiizens in which the Main Office of the SS is implicated, either y -*’ 
thijough its Germanic Directorate or through ite activities in re- 
cruiting the Sv$ citizens for the Waffen~SS, I should appreciate 
being informed of that fact in order that copies of the record in 
such caves may he obtained. My interest is both in tho evidence 
introduced al.I in the possibility of securing witnesses for the 
case. 



Inasmuch as the same problem of proof confronts me in connection 
viih each of the occupied countries, it is desired that the foregoing 
he accomplished, so far as pose! hie, without my having to go to Switzer- 
land, or if this is not completely poenihle, that the necessary arrange- 
ment* foir the accompli shment of the foregoing purposes be made vi th the 
appropriate Swiss nnd American authorities prior to 2?y departure u nos 
such a tjrlp in order to avoid any waste of time. 




I jrhould very much appreciate all possible assistance which the 
persons to whom this memorandum it? forwarded nay b* able to give we in 








thie connection. 

i 

I and tjy a»«ociate in the preparation of thl* case. Hr. 
Dohhe, can he reached at Jturaberg, Telephone Ko. 61216. 



P'1/l ' 

A. L. Feteraen 
War Crlnea Attorney 
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